Is the variation in the susceptibility of various species to atherosclerosis due to inborn differences in prostacyclin (PGI2) formation.
Species exhibiting a higher susceptibility to the development of atherosclerosis have a reduced prostacyclin (PGI2)-generation in the arterial wall, which differs in various parts of the vascular system. As the difference in PGI2-formation in various diseases is a generalized vascular effect, the changes can be detected in all vessels. This is a very important point for diagnostic purposes in humans.